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Success Story

GRANITE CITY KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BINGO HALL BECOMES

FIRST LOCAL HONEYWELL CLEAN AIR FACILITYTM

GRANITE CITY, IL. -- Commair, Inc., a Full Service Distributor of Honeywell Commercial Air Products from St. Louis, has announced that the Granite City Knights of Columbus Hall, Granite City, Illinois, has become the area’s first Honeywell Clean Air FacilityTM.  This program allows a commercial business that installs and properly maintains the correct size and type of Honeywell Commercial Air Cleaners to be awarded with the Clean Air FacilityTM program.


“Bingo halls are notorious for their poor air quality,” said Brian Ingenthron, President of Commair.  “It’s a real problem that the people involved at the Knights Hall have made a commitment to address.”


The facility is housed in a 12,600 square foot area that is part of an old school.  The Granite City Knights of Columbus purchased the facility and adapted it for their use 14 years ago.  At that time, they installed 18 “Electronic” type air cleaners in the Bingo Hall and three additional units in the lounge.  These were considered state-of-the-art at the time, but times have changed.


 “We first decided to look at replacement air cleaning systems while renovating the lounge earlier this year” said Bill Bronnbauer, building manager.  “Another concern of ours was aesthetics.  We wanted to get away from the old brown boxes hanging from the ceiling.”  After looking at several air-cleaning systems, they decided to invest in the Honeywell F111 media air cleaners.  Their decision to go with Honeywell was heavily influenced by a strong recommendation from another satisfied KOC Hall in O’Fallon, Illinois.  The O’Fallon KOC had 
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recently replaced older Honeywell Electronic models with a competitive brand that actually 

made the problem worse.  They ultimately replaced those with new Honeywell model F111’s.  Both KOC Halls have been very pleased with the results.


To be sure that the Honeywell units would work before they made a large investment, the three systems in the lounge were replaced with F111’s during renovations.  The dramatic improvements in the lounge got everyone at the Granite City Knights of Columbus thinking about the bingo hall.  They knew that the old electronics were less than perfect.  Besides being unsightly, there was constant maintenance - at least 8 man-hours per week, high noise level, customer and employee complaints, and marginal results.  A test performed by Ingenthron showed the new F111 units in the lounge operating at over 90% efficiency while the old electronics still hanging in the hall showed only 25% efficiency, and they were tested with freshly cleaned collection cells.

“We did a financial analysis and determined that even though the Honeywell units were more expensive than other systems, we felt that their quality was worth the difference, and besides, we could pay for them with the revenue from just 1 extra player per bingo” said Bronnbauer.  “With dramatic results as proof, and Commair’s 30 day, money back ‘Guarantee of Performance,’ the decision to go ahead and replace the units in the bingo hall was easy.”

Early results in the bingo hall were better than anyone had hoped for.  “Throughout the first night with the new Honeywell F111’s in operation, the air was clean and free of the smoky haze that we became accustomed to.  I’ve already spoken with two of our old customers who quit coming because of the smoky haze.  Well, they’re back now, and they are happy with the performance of our new Honeywell air cleaners.  If all we do is keep two additional customers each night, we’ve doubled our investment,” said Bronnbauer.  And now they hope to get back some of the volunteer workers they lost due to the indoor air quality problems of the past.


The Model F111 is one of several types of air cleaners developed for the commercial market by Honeywell.  Its state-of-the-art, 3-stage filtering system uses the best combination of gas and particulate filters available to reduce airborne contaminants.  They offer significant advantages over competitive and traditional electronic units, including drastically reduced
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maintenance, lower sound levels, and much greater filtration efficiency.  In addition, they reduce not just particles, but also gases and VOC’s (volatile organic compounds) which can be a major 

source of odors.  “A lot of our customers are business owners who have older electronic type air cleaners and are looking for something that works better and is easier and less costly to maintain," Ingenthron said.


Commair, Inc. was founded in 1989 as a Full Service Distributor of Honeywell Commercial Air Cleaners.


For more information about Honeywell’s air cleaners for commercial businesses, or to learn more about the Honeywell Clean Air Facility( Program, contact your local Honeywell authorized full service Commercial Air Products distributor.  Or call Honeywell toll-free at (800) 998-1919.
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