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Success Story

BINGO!  HONEYWELL AIR CLEANERS ARE CLEAR WINNERS!

Center Saves on Energy Costs, While Customers Enjoy Cleaner Air  


ROCHESTER, N.Y., — Ask Tom Peashey about tobacco smoke in gaming facilities, and he has a quick answer.  "Smoke is a notorious, persistent challenge," says Peashey, chief financial officer and bingo manager of Gates Center Bingo in suburban Rochester, N.Y.  "Up to 80 percent of our players smoke.  But smoker and non-smoker alike, they all want clean, clear air."


It's not surprising then, that Gates Center Bingo made that issue a priority when it relocated to a larger location in a strip mall in 1995.  Operated by the Patriots Drum and Bugle Corps, the Center is a non-profit operation with proceeds benefiting 10 different local charities. 


As part of building renovations, Gates Center created a dedicated non-smoking room, comprising 156 seats of the 500-seat bingo center.  Additionally, Peashey consulted with an HVAC contractor who recommended increasing fresh-air ventilation and installing larger air conditioning units to handle the increased ventilation heating and cooling load.


The strip mall owners agreed to pay to replace the existing HVAC equipment, but Gates Center Bingo would be responsible for covering the cost of additional tonnage required for air cleaning purposes.  The cost to Gates Center…about $16,000.  The result: "We immediately had problems," recalls Peashey.  "It was so smoky that people wouldn't come in.  We had a lot of complaints, as you might expect."


Within a few days, the center installed rheostats enabling fresh air ventilation to be increased from 10 percent up to 100 percent.


"It helped somewhat," Peashey says.  "But when we were running at 100 percent capacity in the middle of the summer and in a lakeshore community, our air conditioning costs skyrocketed.  I was looking for another solution by early fall."
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A guaranteed solution for odor and particulate pollution 

Peashey's quest took him to the Honeywell exhibit at a gaming show — and from there to Air Cleaning Systems, a Honeywell Commercial Air Products full service distributor based in Latham, NY  
Tony Milanese, the company's sales manager, was confident that he could solve Gates Center's problem.  So confident in fact, that he was willing to give Peashey the money-back guarantee that the bingo manager required before he was willing to invest in additional equipment.  "We're very willing to provide that assurance,"  Milanese explains.  "I knew we had a solution that would work."


Air Cleaning Systems' solution was the Honeywell F111 series large-space media air cleaner, which filters and recirculates up to 1,000 cubic feet of air per minute.  The distributor selected a model that combines a hospital-grade filter rated at 95% percent DOP efficiency on .3 micron size particles and two CPZ™ modules that filter out the odors.  Honeywell CPZ™ sorbent media is specially formulated for maximum efficiency at helping capture gases, odors and volatile organic compounds (VOC's), chemically changing these compounds and binding them to the media.  The CPZ™ modules are designed for long service life at high airflow rates.  “Because the Honeywell model F111 air cleaners have appropriate air flow patterns, 95% D.O.P. hospital-grade particle filters and CPZ™ sorbent media filters, you have a winning combination for reducing particles, gases, odors and VOC's,” said Milanese.

"Smoke creates gas, odor and particulate pollution — and the F111 effectively attacks all three problems," explains Milanese.  "By helping remove those pollutants, the air cleaners reduce the need to bring in high volumes of outside air which then need to be conditioned.  For the building manager, that translates into reduced heating and cooling costs and extending the service life of the HVAC system."


Air Cleaning Systems specified 11 of the model F111's, semi-flush-mounted in the Center's 12-foot ceilings.  When Milanese learned that Gates Center has three bingo games daily running from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., he promptly rescheduled installation to take place from 11 p.m. to 8 a.m. to avoid any disruption to business.

"The system passed with flying colors . . ."


The new air cleaners were put to the test immediately, when Gates Center attracted near-capacity crowds over the Thanksgiving Day weekend.  The filtration systems, which provide more 
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than eight complete air changes per hour in the bingo hall, were more than up to the challenge.  "The system passed with flying colors," Peashey recalls.  "The air cleaners are everything Honeywell said they would be, and more."  In particular, Peashey points to the air cleaners' impact on his energy bills.  ASHRAE Standard 62-1989 allows fresh air ventilation to be reduced by using high-efficiency particulate and sorbent media air cleaners.  Honeywell's F111 system meets or exceeds ASHRAE ventilation requirements.


Today, Gates Center typically operates with 10 percent fresh air ventilation, thanks to the F111s' air filtration and unique multiple-supply air recirculation pattern.  "The air cleaners paid for themselves in fewer than 24 months after installation," Peashey says. "The payback results from significantly lower utility bills, plus our ability to attract and retain more customers, thanks to the cleaner air."


For more information about Honeywell’s air cleaners for the gaming industry and commercial businesses, or to learn more about the Honeywell Clean Air Facility( Program, contact your local Honeywell authorized full service Commercial Air Products distributor.  Or call Honeywell toll-free at (800) 998-1919.
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