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Success Story


ABSENTEE RATE DROPS AND KIDS BREATHE EASIER

AT SOUTH CAROLINA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
COLUMBIA, S.C. -- Wintertime routine at St. John Neumann School, is just like at any other elementary school: students wheezing, coughing and spreading germs.  That is until the principal, Dr. Margaret Adams, decided to ask a parent, Mrs. Joan Van Schaik, to investigate ways to improve the IAQ (indoor air quality) in this Columbia private school.

Just like a good student, Mrs. Van Schaik did her homework on air cleaners, gathering literature about products and various models on the market.  She quickly became an expert on the details of airflow, HEPA filtration, and air cleaner capacity rates.  Her recommendation: the round, portable, room air cleaners manufactured by Honeywell.

Based on Mrs. Van Shaik’s recommendation, Dr. Adams authorized the purchase of 25 Honeywell units -- one for each classroom, plus the library and a few other rooms in the school.

“The results have astounded me,” said Dr. Adams.  “It seems we’ve made a good investment.  I monitored students’ and teachers’ absentee rate and noted a distinct drop,” she said.  “There was a bad “bug” going around this winter and the public schools had seven or eight children sick in each class,” she said.  “At our school we only had two or three ill students per class at the most.  We just didn’t have the children staying out of school like we did in previous years.”

“Never mind the season, there seems to be always something in the air that’s bothering the students,” Dr. Adams added.  “For that reason, the Honeywell units will continue to run during the entire school year.”  For example, the pine pollen in South Carolina usually has students sniffling throughout the spring.  And some students bring in cat and dog hair on their clothes, causing those allergic to pet dander to suffer.

SCHOOL USES HONEYWELL AIR CLEANERS…../2

The St. John Neumann School air cleaners have led to the sale of other Honeywell room air cleaners.  Many parents, as well as teachers, purchased portable units for their homes after 

benefiting from good quality air at the school.  “My third grade teacher - Mrs. Treadway - was sold on Honeywell immediately, and even purchased a unit for her home,” Dr. Adams states.  “She suffers from allergies, and her doctor had recommended that she use an air cleaner as part of her treatment.  She’s thrilled because now she has a unit in her classroom as well as her home.”

Dr. Adams attributes money saved for the school and the parents to using air filtration in the classrooms:

· Because the teachers were absent less this year, Dr. Adams did not have to dip into the budget for substitute teachers.

· Parents did not have to spend as much money for doctor visits or prescriptions.  They also didn’t have to spend as much time away from work taking care of sick children.

· The school saved the money and time required to dispense medicine through the school nurse.

Word of St. John Neumann School’s cleaner air spread throughout the state, and now other schools in Charleston are looking into the purchase of Honeywell air cleaners for their classrooms.


For more information about Honeywell’s air cleaners for commercial businesses, or to learn more about the Honeywell Clean Air Facility( Program, contact your local Honeywell authorized full service Commercial Air Products distributor.  Or call Honeywell toll-free at (800) 998-1919.
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