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Success Story

FLORIDA BEST WESTERN HOTEL USES IN-ROOM AIR CLEANERS

AS COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE

Honeywell F113 Air Cleaners Create Welcoming Environment for Guests

WINTER PARK, FLORIDA,  – Hotel Manager Rick Frazee wanted to go the extra mile for his guests and show them that his facility truly cares about their comfort, so he placed Honeywell portable air cleaners in his 44 deluxe rooms at Best Western hotel, the Mt. Vernon Inn, in suburban Orlando.  The upgraded rooms are larger and offer amenities not available in the hotel’s regular rooms.  Now, in addition to enjoying in-room refrigerators and 25 inch-screen TV’s, guests in these rooms get the benefit of cleaner air.


According to Frazee, the air cleaners leave a favorable impression on corporate customers - customers that provide the Mt. Vernon Inn with significant repeat business.  “That’s important in a competitive market like Orlando,” he says, “where every step you can take to differentiate your hotel helps.”


“I have a lot of customers who love these units,” Frazee notes.  “We get questions from people who want to go out and buy one for their home, after experiencing the units here.”


Frazee first learned of the benefits of portable air cleaners from a guest who was a traveling sales representative.  The guest had to stop making overnight trips after experiencing asthma attacks that apparently were triggered by the air in hotel rooms.  Then the sales representative tried a Honeywell portable air cleaner, according to Frazee, and now he’s back on the road, carrying a portable air cleaner for his hotel stays.


“I just thought the idea of in-room air cleaners was a good one,” Frazee says.
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Hotels can face special air quality challenges


Commercial buildings typically require some type of filtration system to keep indoor air comfortable.  According to a report from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, untreated
air within buildings can be more seriously polluted than the air outside, especially in the largest and most industrialized cities.


Like many hotels, the Best Western Mt. Vernon Inn has large fixed windows, which limit fresh-air ventilation and allows odors from tobacco smoke, cleaning chemicals and perfumes to linger in the enclosed room spaces.


Additionally, Florida’s higher temperatures and high humidity carries with it more moisture content than areas further north, which contributes to indoor air pollution, according to Randy Wilhelmi, president of Air Renew Inc., an indoor air quality firm based in Tampa.  The company, a Honeywell full-service Commercial Air Products distributor, has worked with the Best Western Mt. Vernon Inn on several air filtration projects.


“The state is surrounded by water on three sides.  All of Florida’s water combined with high temperatures causes a considerable amount of moisture to evaporate into the air.  Warmer air holds more moisture than cooler air, which makes Florida climates more challenging to control and buildings more susceptible to indoor mold growth,” Wilhelmi says.


Honeywell F113 air cleaners filter both particles and odors


Air Renew Inc., recommended Honeywell’s F113C three-speed air cleaner for the Best Western application.  This portable air cleaner combines a charcoal impregnated prefilter with a 95% DOP efficient hospital-grade fine particle filter, and CPZ( sorbent media blend which collects gases and odors much like a sponge collects water.  Working together, the three-stage filtration system combined with a 360( airflow pattern provides an ideal solution for indoor air quality challenges.


“The F113 is a good value and a great all-around unit,” says Wilhelmi.  “Because it’s portable, there is no installation cost.  And it effectively filters both odors and particles from indoor air.”
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Frazee also pointed out that the air cleaners are effective enough so that the hotel can place non-smoking guests in smoking rooms when necessary.  “We haven’t had complaints,” he says.  “Even in the smoking rooms, the amount of odor is pretty negligible.”

Since first introducing the F113’s, the Best Western Mt. Vernon Inn has upgraded the air cleaning system in its cocktail lounge and installed a Honeywell F115 ceiling-mounted air cleaner.  This air cleaner features the same three-stage filtration system as the F113C portable unit, except that the F115 has more filtration media and more fan power to handle the larger area.  The F115 is installed on the ceiling and easily blends in with most décor.


Frazee has also purchased two F113’s for his home.  “We have a dog and two cats, so we use the air cleaners to address any odor issues,” he says.


For more information about Honeywell’s air cleaners for commercial businesses, or to learn more about the Honeywell Clean Air Facility( Program, contact your local Honeywell authorized full service Commercial Air Products distributor.  Or call Honeywell toll-free at (800) 998-1919.

� The Inside Story. United States Environmental Protection Agency 1995 (data reviewed by the EPA in April 1998).
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